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priated by the other sects in which the Supreme
Divinity is always God.
Kali, as described in Shakta literature, is the
personification of the Supreme Power which with-
draws everything into Herself at the dissolution
of the Universe.   She stands naked in the dread
cremation ground of space, where all worldly
desires are burned away, dark as the Void in
which the germ of all things reposed before the
world began, dancing the Dance  of universal
destruction with dishevelled hair, lolling tongue,
and with blood trickling from the corners of her
mouth.   A long string of skulls hangs round her
neck, " the garland of letters/* symbolising the
universe of names and forms now being drawn
into Her undivided Consciousness.   Under her
feet lies the prostrate corpse-like body of her
husband, Siva.   " He is white, because He is the
illuminating   (Prakesha),  transcendental  aspect
of Consciousness.   He is inert, because the Change-
less Aspect of the Supreme.    In truth She and He
are one and the same, being twin aspects of the
One  who  is  changelessness  in  and  exists  as
change/' *   The devout Shakta worshipper who
tries to penetrate behind the veil  of  illusion
which envelops this dread aspect of Kali, the
Destroyer of Time, fixes his mind on the light
and peace of spiritual liberation to which the
Divine Mother leads her children.
1" Garland of Letters/* by Sir Joha Woodroffe, pp, 221-2.